
UPTOWN TRANSIT DISTRICT



This artist’s rendering shows the basic design of an 
Uptown Transit District enhanced shelter. Each 
features a distinctive place name and a listing of 
the routes it serves. Customer information needs 
will be met by a real-time departure screen and 
maps showing adjacent shelters and the 
surrounding Uptown area.



Dear Friend of Metro:

Welcome to the grand opening of Metro’s Uptown Transit District!

This brochure describes the Uptown Transit District and provides information about the 

locations of the shelters, the routes it will serve, and the features it offers. It also captures 

the spirit in which this project was undertaken. 

Public transportation in Greater Cincinnati is improving – with new routes, better connec-

tions and more amenities, all designed to make going Metro easier, faster and more conve-

nient for everyone. The Uptown Transit District is a tangible result of our strategic direction 

and our commitment to innovation, technology and customer-driven enhancements.

We thank you for attending today’s event and for your continued support as we work 

together to make Metro the transportation alternative of choice for Greater Cincinnati.

Sincerely,

Jason Dunn

Jason Dunn, Chair     
Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority    



The future of transit 

in Uptown

More service, more amenities, 

better connections

Uptown has always been an 

important destination for 

Metro services, and over the 

years a number of plans have 

been developed to improve 

the transit experience in the 

area. In 2011, when feasibility 

studies determined that an 

off-street facility would not be 

practical, Metro staff turned to 

the idea of coordinated routes 

serving enhanced shelters, and 

the Uptown Transit District 

was born.



Today, the Uptown area represents approximately 

50,000 jobs and an annual economic impact of 

more than $3 billion. 

With the University of Cincinnati, UC Medical 

Center, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical 

Center and several other major hospitals, the 

EPA and many other employers, Uptown is a 

major focal point for public transit service.

In 2013, Metro began building a new Uptown 

Transit District to provide better connections and 

more amenities to transit riders in an effort to 

increase transit use and reduce traffic congestion 

in Uptown. Groundbreaking occurred in May 2013.

About the Uptown Transit District

• A coordinated district composed of four key  

 transit boarding areas: Vine between McMillan  

 and Calhoun; Jefferson Ave. near University;  

 University Hospital and the medical center   

 area; and the Clifton Heights business district

• Enhanced transit shelters, street-scaping and  

 way-finding at key on-street locations through- 

 out Uptown

• Stylized images and descriptions of nearby   

 landmarks are incorporated into the shelters’  

 designs. The images and descriptions   

 are included in this brochure.

• Real-time information at major shelter locations

• Ticket vending machines at two key locations

• Connections to the new Metro*Plus service,  

 hospital and university shuttle services

Funding

SORTA secured 

$6.9 million for 

the Uptown 

Transit District 

project. This 

includes $4 

million in Federal 

Congestion 

Mitigation/Air 

Quality (CMAQ) 

funds; $1.2 million 

Federal earmarks; 

and $1.7 million 

in local funds.



Clifton Heights Business District

Four shelters comprise this portion of the 

Uptown Transit District. One on west-

bound Calhoun Street near Corbett Drive 

contains a ticket vending machine (TVM), 

offering 24-hour access to Metro 30-day 

rolling passes and stored-value cards. 

Metro routes 17 and 31 serve these 

shelters.

The area served by these shelters is mainly 

the UC west campus, Hughes Center, 

Deaconess Hospital and the many 

residential and commercial establishments 

serving UC students. 



Nearby landmark

Hughes High School

English cobbler Thomas Hughes died Dec. 26, 1824 and left his property 

to the City of Cincinnati for the education of poor children. The current 

Hughes High School, also known as Hughes Center, is comprised of two 

buildings, and the entire structure is in the form of a hollow square 

surrounding a large, beautiful auditorium and gallery that forms a majestic 

anchor to the intersection of Clifton Avenue and Calhoun Street.
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Vine between McMillan and Calhoun

This area contains two shelters and sits at 

or near a nexus of six Metro routes: 19, 

31, 38X, 46, 78 and Metro*Plus, Metro’s 

new limited-stop service linking downtown, 

Uptown and Kenwood.

The area served by these shelters is mostly 

commercial, with a high concentration of 

rental properties catering to UC students, 

as well as the entertainment and shopping 

district located along Short Vine in 

Corryville. Routes 46 and 78 also serve 

the Cincinnati Zoo.



Nearby landmark

St. George Church

The parish of St. George was formed in 1868 to accommodate German 

Catholics who had immigrated to Cincinnati starting in the 1840s. Noted 

Cincinnati architect Samuel Hannaford designed the new building in a 

Romanesque Revival style. It was dedicated on June 28, 1874 and the 

last mass was celebrated on July 27, 1993. On Friday, Feb. 1, 2008, 

St. George’s two steeples caught fire in a blaze that was visible for blocks. 
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Jefferson Avenue

Three shelters are located in this portion 

of the district, which serves Metro routes 

19, 38X, 78 and Metro*Plus. They are also 

the shelters most closely located to UC’s 

campus, adjacent to many on-campus 

housing units, as well as the athletic 

facilities and the MegaBus stop at Univer-

sity Ave. and Commons Way. Rt. 78 also 

serves the Cincinnati Zoo. 

These shelters also provide stops for the 

residential areas east of UC’s campus. 



Nearby landmark

McMicken Hall

In 1857, noted Cincinnati philanthropist Charles McMicken died and 

left a large part of his fortune to the City of Cincinnati to establish a 

college. McMicken College of Art and Design was chartered as the 

University of Cincinnati in 1870 and moved to the current Burnet 

Woods location. Completed in 1950, the current McMicken Hall is 

flanked by Mick and Mack, two lion statues outside of its main 

entrance. They are copies of statues that reside at the Loggia dei 

Lanzi in Florence, Italy. 
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University Medical Center

Two shelters are located here, serving 

Metro routes 38X, 46, 51 and Metro*Plus. 

One of these shelters also features a ticket 

vending machine (TVM).

The area served by these shelters is the 

east campus of UC and UC’s medical 

complex, including the Medical Center 

and the Hoxworth Blood Center, as well 

as the Cincinnati Health Department and 

Shriners Hospital. Rt. 46 also serves the 

Cincinnati Zoo.

Newly built student housing is also near 

these shelters, along with existing residen-

tial neighborhoods.



Nearby landmark

UC Medical Center

Opened in 1823 as the first teaching hospital in the United States, the 

University of Cincinnati Medical Center has brought thousands to 

Cincinnati to receive care from world-renowned physicians in state-of-

the-art medical facilities. University of Cincinnati Medical Center, in 

conjunction with the University of Cincinnati Academic Health Center, 

claims many healthcare firsts, including Albert Sabin’s development of 

the polio vaccine and the country’s first training program for emergency 

medicine physicians.



Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 

Medical Center

The two shelters in this area primarily 

serve the growing Cincinnati Children’s 

Hospital Medical Center complex, and 

nearby residential neighborhoods. They 

are served by Metro routes 38X, 46, 51 

and Metro*Plus. Rt. 46 also serves the 

Cincinnati Zoo.



Nearby landmark

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center

In 1883, the Hospital of the Protestant Episcopal Church (later to 

become the Children’s Hospital) was incorporated and opened a few 

months later in a three-bedroom house in Walnut Hills. The hospital 

changed its name to Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center in 

2002 and today is one of the largest, most comprehensive and respected 

pediatric hospitals and research centers in the United States. 



MSA Architects is an experienced firm with a 

passion for great design. We view every 

project as an opportunity for innovation and 

the discovery of solutions. With our 

dedication to design ingenuity and client 

service, we have a strong presence in seven 

markets: Government, Sport and Recreation, 

Corporate, Lifestyle, Education, Religious, and 

Branded Environments. Our diversity is our 

most valuable strength. The latest trends in 

each market transpose category lines, 

allowing advancements to be applied to any 

project in any market. This keeps our designs 

on the cutting edge and our execution nimble 

and responsive. 

Project Partners

www.go-metro.com


